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Inside this issue: 

As I come upon my two-month 
mark here with the City of Pullman, 
one of the most frequent questions I 
have fielded refers to City Hall being 
closed to the general public. Some 
may see the closure as a pathway to 
making the transition, to fill the seat 
that Pete Dickinson once occupied, a 
simple one. I disagree. Planning is 
intended to be inclusive, not reclusive.  

With technological advances over 
the last 20 years, it has certainly made 
this pandemic a little easier to swallow. 
However, the use of Skype and email 
can only go so far when it comes to 
great customer service. The power of 
human interaction and 
the importance of face-
to-face communication 
is a key element to the 
planning process. Land 
use planning is not 
really about zoning and 
subdivisions, its about 
making connections with 
people. Face-to-face interactions build 
trust, understanding, and a real sense 
of a shared mission, and this can 
make all the difference in the world. In 
short, I prefer face-to-face 
communications with regards to the 
planning profession. 

Studies have indicated that as 
much as 93 percent of communication 
effectiveness is determined by non-
verbal communication. This makes 
talking face-to-face all that much more 
important. It can be easy to 
misinterpret an email, I’m sure we’ve 
all done it inadvertently. For sensitive 
information, having tone and body 

language for context can make a real 
difference.  

The ancient Greek philosopher 
Epictetus once said that we have two 
ears and one mouth so that we can 
listen twice as much as we speak. 
With this in mind, it is a real challenge 
to show active listening skills via email 
or even Skype. The inability to show 
that I am listening takes away from the 
efficiency of a meeting. It is of 
significant importance that others 
know that I take their words seriously. I 
am listening because I want to be of 
assistance, not because I am 
obligated by my job description. 

Industry wide, I believe 
more heart and more 
compassion can take 
away anxiety that 
citizens may have with 
local government.  
My primary goal as 
Planning Director is to 
make sincere 

connections with a variety of 
stakeholders. I value the meaning 
behind a solid handshake or small talk 
about the weather. I want to be able to 
show people that municipal 
government is not difficult, cold-
hearted, or indifferent. The staff here is 
talented and passionate and not being 
able to show that within a personal 
context takes away from our ability to 
serve to the best of abilities.  

I don’t know about you, but I am 
ready for the pandemic to be over and 
to get back to the way land use 
planning was intended… face-to-face. 
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Pending Land Use Proposals 

Displayed below are land use applications submitted for planning department 
action or city-generated proposals for planning provisions that require a public 

meeting, public notice, or site plan review in accordance with the city code. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION LOCATION STATUS 

Comprehensive Plan Revision 
full-scale revision of city’s 
Comprehensive Plan 

Citywide 

draft plan released 6/16/20; CC 
discussion on 6/23/20; PC 
discussions on 6/24/20 & 7/22/20; 
HPC discussion on 7/13/20 

Animal/Fowl Zoning Code 
Amendments 

amend code related to keeping of 
chickens and miniature pigs 

Citywide 

PC held discussions at 3/27/19 and 
4/24/19 meetings; PC recommended 
approval on 12/18/19; CC action 
forthcoming 

Small Cell Facilities Zoning Code 
Amendments 

revise code to provide for small 
cellular network equipment 

Citywide 
PC hearing continuance scheduled 
for 4/22/20 was canceled; further 
action forthcoming 

Hearing Examiner Zoning Code 
Amendments 

amend code to establish a hearing 
examiner system 

Citywide CC discussion forthcoming 

Bishop/Crithfield Annexation 
annex 106 acres of land into the 
city 

southeast of intersection of S 
Grand Avenue and SW Golden 
Hills Drive 

PC hearing tentatively scheduled for 
special meeting in November or 
December, date TBD  

Brelsford Harvest Drive Street 
Vacation 

petition for vacation of right-of-way a portion of Harvest Drive 
PC hearing tentatively scheduled for 
special meeting in November or 
December, date TBD  

South Grand Business Park 
Preliminary Plat 

divide 8.99 acres into 9 lots for 
commercial use 

east of SR27 and south of 
Fairmount Drive 

staff reviewing application 

Elevate Student Housing 
Conditional Use Permit 
Application (C-19-3) 

develop 292 apartments and 
commercial parking on 4.9-acre 
site with variances involving 
number of parking stalls, parking 
area dimensions, building height, 
and floor area ratio 

1200 block of SE Johnson 
Avenue 

applicant revising application 
materials 

Olsen High Street Short Term 
Rental Conditional Use Permit 
Application (C-20-1) 

establish short term rentals in an 
existing duplex 

208/210 SE High Street BOA approved 10/19/20 

Olsen Irving Street Short Term 
Rental Conditional Use Permit 
Application (C-20-2) 

establish short term rentals in an 
existing duplex 

511/513 NW Irving Street BOA approved 10/19/20 

Elevate Student Housing 
Shoreline Permit Application  
(No. 97) 

develop 292 apartments and 
commercial parking on 4.9-acre 
site near South Fork of Palouse 
River 

1200 block of SE Johnson 
Avenue 

applicant revising application 
materials  

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3 
Medium Density Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business 
District; C3 General Commercial; I1 Light Industrial; I2 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; HPC: Historic Preservation 
Commission; DOE: State Department of Ecology; DAHP: State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation  

NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list. 
2) Numbers in parentheses are planning staff’s internal file numbers. 3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed 
construction of developments other than single family homes, duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the 
WSU campus. 

Continued on next page 
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Pending Land Use Proposals 

Displayed below are land use applications submitted for planning department 
action or city-generated proposals for planning provisions that require a public 

meeting, public notice, or site plan review in accordance with the city code. 

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3 
Medium Density Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business 
District; C3 General Commercial; I1 Light Industrial; I2 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; HPC: Historic Preservation 
Commission; DOE: State Department of Ecology; DAHP: State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation  

NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list. 
2) Numbers in parentheses are planning staff’s internal file numbers. 3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed 
construction of developments other than single family homes, duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the 
WSU campus. 

Continued from previous page 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION LOCATION STATUS 

Osburn House Local Register 
Nomination 

Record building on Pullman 
Historic Register 

635 NE Illinois Street HPC approved 10/12/20 

Glenn Horner House Local 
Register Nomination 

Record building on Pullman 
Historic Register 

1040 NE Creston Lane  HPC approved 10/12/20 

Elevate Short Plat Application divide 4.9 acres into two lots 
1200 block of SE Johnson 
Avenue 

staff reviewing application 

Alumni Pointe at University 
Crossing site plan (19-5) 

construct condominiums on 3.2-
acre parcel 

1300 NE North Fairway Drive staff approved site plan 10/05/20 

T-Mobile Wireless Facility site 
plan (19-16) 

install 35-foot-tall cell tower and 
ground equipment 

2992 NE Airport Road 
staff asked applicant to revise site 
plan 

Hilltop Suites site plan (20-1) 
construct building and parking to 
provide apartments/hotel rooms 

310 NW Old Wawawai Road 
staff asked applicant to revise site 
plan 

Maple Street Apartments site 
plan (20-2) 

demolish existing residence and 
construct 4-plex 

970 NE Maple Street staff reviewing revised site plan 

Annex Apartments site plan  
(20-4) 

develop 204 apartments on a 9.7-
acre parcel 

1555 NE Northwood Drive staff reviewing revised site plan 

Aspen Heights Apartments site 
plan (20-5) 

develop 196 apartments on a 23-
acre property 

southeast of intersection of N 
Grand Avenue and Albion Drive 

staff asked applicant to revise site 
plan 

485 Brelsford Drive site plan  
(20-11) 

develop 2,300-square-foot building 
on 40,756-square-foot lot 

485 SE Brelsford Drive staff approved site plan 8/20/20 

B & Harvey Triplex site plan 
(20-12) 

convert existing duplex into triplex, 
increasing the number of 
bedrooms by 4 

1110 NE Harvey Drive 
staff asked applicant to revise site 
plan 

SEL Parking Lot – Lot 2 (20-14) 
15,170 square foot asphalt parking 
lot with sidewalk and stormwater 
runoff systems 

Lot 2, Port of Whitman County 
Industrial Park Subd. No. 2 

staff asked applicant to revise site 
plan 

Beta Theta Pi Fraternity Life 
Safety Upgrades (20-15) 

780 square foot egress stair 
upgrade and addition 

820 NE Linden Street 
staff asked applicant to revise site 
plan 



 

 

This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary 

publication of the planning department and does not 

take the place of official notices required by law. 

Information provided in this newsletter is subject to 

change. Please contact the planning department or 

review official notices distributed by the city to confirm 

the information contained herein. 

For any readers who are not currently receiving this 

newsletter by email and who wish to register for this 

service, please contact the planning department for 

assistance. 

WE ’RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

WWW .PULLMAN - WA . GOV  

Planning Department 

190 SE Crestview Street, Building A 

Pullman, WA 99163 

Phone: 509-338-3213 

Fax: 509-338-3282 

Email: bethany.johnson@pullman-wa.gov 

Pullman Planning Department Staff: 

RJ Lott, Planning Director 
Jason Radtke, Assistant Planner 
Bethany Johnson, Public Works Administrative 

Assistant 
Valerie Weaver, Public Works Administrative 

Specialist 
Cynthia Goodwater, Public Works 

Administrative Specialist 
 
Planning Commission Members: 

John Anderson, Vice-Chair 
Brent Carper 
Dave Gibney, Chair 
Marcia Gossard 
Scott Hodge 
Joe O’Callaghan 
Bob Olsen 
Stephanie Rink 
Scott Vik 

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3 
Medium Density Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business 
District; C3 General Commercial; I1 Light Industrial; I2 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; HPC: Historic Preservation 
Commission; DOE: State Department of Ecology; DAHP: State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation  

NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list. 
2) Numbers in parentheses are planning staff’s internal file numbers. 3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed 
construction of developments other than single family homes, duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the 
WSU campus. 


